
“CHITTY”  REVIEW – BEWARE SPOILERS 

by AnnieS 

 

I saw this back in 2002 with Michael Ball heading the cast and am pleased to say apart 

from one exception – nothing to do with the lovely Lee – this version is much nicer.   

Mainly down to Lee’s portrayal of Caractacus Potts.  Michael did the zany, cheerful 

inventor bit very well but Lee showed a more tender side.  (I’m a sucker for Lee’s more 

tender side!)  The script gives him a chance to show that the character loved and still 

misses his wife.   As for his love for the children, the fun’s still there but the emotion’s 

been added.   

 

The overture, as has already been mentioned, starts with action on stage; we see Mr 

Potts the younger cheekily taking the Mickey out of a staid schoolteacher and her pupils, 

and interacting with villagers right away.   Then the story really starts as we see Jeremy 

and Jemima, the children, playing in an old car in a scrapyard.  They’re joined by their 

lovely dad and we get a reminder of what teamwork can achieve which means we get a 

nice little snippet of a big production number that we’ll hear later.  In comes our first 

villain, the loathsome scrap merchant, who takes great delight in telling the kids how 

he’s going to melt down their beloved car for scrap unless Caractacus can find thirty 

shillings to give to Mr Coggins, the owner of the garage, who really doesn’t want to give 

the car to the scrap merchant but who needs to make ends meet like everybody else.   

Then we meet a very self-confident, sassy young lady who of course Caractacus dislikes 

at first sight… and we just know all that will change later.  But it’s great to see those 

sparks fly!  A lovely performance throughout by Carrie Hope Fletcher here as Truly 



Scrumptious.  She inadvertently brings up the subject of the twins’ mother and we get a 

fine portrayal of grief and regret from Lee for a few seconds. 

 

The next section shows Caractacus trying various means of making money; he manages 

to invent some whistling sweets and goes to the sweet factory owned by Lord 

Scrumptious to try and sell his invention.  Thanks to daughter Truly turning up again, he 

gets a chance to demonstrate the musical power of the sweeties and almost convinces 

grumpy Lord Scrumptious to buy them – he certainly enjoys the taste! – when alas, a 

group of dogs puts paid to that idea. (Not real dogs but they’re still cute.  And to be fair, 

the real dogs in the West End production ran on to the stagte and then just stood there 

as if they weren’t quite sure what to do next before they ran off again.)   As Caractacus 

sings the lullaby “Hushabye Mountain” to his kids that night– we actually get to see the 

boat sailing out to sea thanks to some clever technology here – he has yet another 

inspiration – possibly from the benign spirit of his wife.   Off he rushes to the funfair to 

sell yet another invention.   Things go horribly wrong with his hair-cutting machine, and 

he’s saved from a beating by joining in with a troupe of Morris Dancers in “Me Ol’ 

Bamboo.”  Now everybody’s described Lee’s brilliant energy and dancing here so there’s 

nothing more for me to add.  And then the miracle, a turkey farmer wants to buy the 

machine for plucking, killing and cooking turkeys all at once.  (The turkey he’s got with 

him is less than happy with this idea.)   The thirty shillings is handed over and 

Caractacus rushes back to buy the car.    

 

And here we are introduced to two more people who are desperate to have the car – 

their lives depend on it.  The Vulgarian spies, Boris and Goran,  seem to go down very 

well with the rest of the audience but I have to admit they weren’t really my cup of tea.  



Probably too slapstick; I prefer snarky one-liners myself.  But there’s no denying these 

two guys work their legs off during their song and dance routine, and boy can they 

dance! 

 

While the delightful Andy Hockley as Grandpa Potts keeps the children entertained by 

telling them about the time he sailed to India (The very tuneful “Posh” is a delight, 

especially the daft dancing by Grandpa and the twins), Caractacus works on the car.  At 

last she’s unveiled, and she is one gorgeous shiny vehicle.  She’s soon christened “Chitty 

Chitty Bang Bang” because of the noise she makes.  Off they go on a picnic to the 

seaside.  Poor Truly seems to be having even more trouble with her motor bike, but not 

to worry, she’s invited along for a ride in “Chitty.” 

 

The scene at the seaside is lovely, with Truly getting close to not only the twins, but 

their dad. (Carrie’s brilliant with the children in this scene.)  All’s going well until the two 

silly adults manage to let the tide come in because they’re  - er - bonding so nicely.   

The kids wake up and panic.  Caractacus and Truly panic.   But “Chitty” stays calm and, 

at the word “Please” becomes a floating car.  Alas, getting home safely might be harder 

than they think.   We meet the child-hating Baron and Baroness of Vulgaria, well played 

by Sean Williamson and Michelle Collins.   The Baroness is hysterical with terror because 

she’s been told there are two ‘chickens’ in the car with the adults.  She knows very well 

it’s two children and throws a giant wobbly.  Orders are given to call the Childcatcher; 

two giant hands are seen and then the very scary character himself.  A nasty piece of 

work, but so well acted by Matt Gillet. 

 



Back to the seaside; Caractacus, Truly and the kids are pursued by a Vulgarian boat, 

trying to menace them into surrendering the car.  Wisely they refuse and Chitty gets 

them safely home.   But it’s only just the beginning of the adventure…  thinking Grandpa 

is the one they want, Boris and Goran fit his little hut which he uses as a portaloo, to a 

grappling hook and off goes poor Grandpa to Vulgaria.  Caractacus and the others get 

home just in time to witness this kidnapping and soon Chitty’s in hot pursuit.  So hot 

that they’ve driven to Beachy Head and are about to go over the cliff before they realise 

it, when the amazing car sprouts wings.  They’re safely on their way to rescue Grandpa! 

 

And he really needs rescuing!  In the next scene he has to pretend to be his inventor 

son to save his hide, and is threatened into being made into a sausage if he fails to 

make the Baron a flying car in time for his birthday.  It’s already happened to the last 

inventor who failed his mission. He’s sent to the laboratory to meet other inventors, a 

group of feisty old gentlemen.  A great performance of “The Roses of Success” here, 

complete with old fashioned dance routine. 

 

Caractacus leaves the kids and Truly with the Toymaker who explains the situation and 

wants to help them; he agrees to take Caractacus to the castle to rescue Grandpa but 

says it’s a dangerous mission.  They go to check things out.  Truly is left in charge of the 

twins, and as she goes to try and find them some food, the kids, giving in to their 

hunger are tricked into being caught by the Childcatcher.  Not good.  Lee shows some 

fine acting in his horror at what’s happened to his twins.  Rescue plans are set in 

motion. 

 



Although the duet ‘Chu Chi Face’ between the Baron and Baroness in the next scene isn’t 

all that exciting, there’s one thing that I do like here.   She terrorises the Baron, and his 

beloved teddy bear nearly flies headlong into the audience until he grovels 

appropriately.   She’s annoyed because toys have taken over their marriage!  To me, 

their dialogue’s entertaining but their singing and dancing not so good. 

 

Now we see the sewers under the castle where the children who have managed to 

escape the Childcatcher live like animals.  They’re not sweetness and light either, this lot 

– witness the spiteful little girl who says “We don’t like Toby” when asked to share her 

food with one of the weaker boys.  Lee is brilliant in this scene, as Caractacus stirs the 

children to rebellion and we hear “Teamwork” again. 

 

We come to the birthday celebration of the dreaded Baron, and a long dance number 

“The Bombi Samba.” Daft name but good footwork.   Michelle Collins is pretty good at 

dancing as well.   But her dancing’s nothing on that of Lee’s in the next part; Truly and 

Caractacus are brought on in huge boxes and we see Truly as a mechanical doll.  Now 

comes the only bit I wish they’d included from the 2002 production; the Baron wails that 

he has plenty of dolls.  Nichola McAuliffe, as the Baroness, used to say “Really?”  in a 

voice full of smutty innuendo that always cracked me up.  But to compensate we have 

the brilliant Doll on a Musical Box number; nice movements from Carrie and a really 

good dance from Lee.  The birthday cake is full of rebellious children who manage to 

overpower the Baron and Baroness.  All looks good until the Childcatcher puts in another 

appearance and looks as if he’ll succeed.  But in burst Boris and Doris, sorry, Goran, 

who have joined the good side, and Grandpa driving Chitty with the kids safe inside.  

The Childcatcher is caught on a grappling hook, and whisked off to captivity, the Baron 



and Baroness are banished and Caractacus, in a lovely moment, goes on his knees and 

proposes to Truly.  Of course she says yes, and it’s happy endings all round as the sewer 

children are reunited with their parents – I do hope the toymaker made them have a bit 

of a wash first! – and Chitty’s homeward bound again. 

 

Bit of a rough deal for the original old guy who was made into a sausage though. 

 

A great fun show that shows off talents we could never have guessed Lee had, and a 

stellar cast to boot. 


