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Tanith Panic  

Jan 21, 2013 - 2:27AM  

Re: LAST NIGHT OF THE PANTO  

 

Well at least we know he's planning to do a tour and album, so it's not a drought with no end 

in sight! He does need a rest anyway after all that hard work for the last month.   

 Very sad for all the people who didn't make it, and can imagine how bad the cast must have 

felt when there was the threat of the last two shows not going ahead. Thank goodness there 

were enough people to ensure it went ahead.  

I can do a review now that spoilers don't matter. Although it's really Julian's show, His 

Curliness was excellent on both nights I was there. And finally he's played somebody more 

gullible than Lord Arthur Saville! If someone handed you a bag and told you it was full of 

money, would you just say 'Okay thanks' or would you check it first? Silly boy! Loved the 3d 

effects and have to admit to putting my hand out to try and 'catch' a little bat as they flew 

out. (I love bats!) Every character was good, except for Jeffrey Holland who was a little 

runof-the mill as Dame Trot, although I could be a bit biased because his comment about it 

being a shame that principal boys were no longer allowed was a bit daft - Lee outshone any 

girl in tights, thanks very much, Jeffrey! - and also incorrect, girls are still playing the hero in 

a lot of amateur productions. Nigel was a good villain, even though Julian did make him 

crack up now and then. Julian's naughty comments were very amusing, especially when he 

was giving Lee grief during 'Any Dream'. I loved his 'Wandering Star' and Lee's totally silly 

grin as he sat on the toadstool and listened to it. Now normally ventriloquist acts don't do 

much for me. I've seen too many horror films with those horrible dummies, for a start. But 

'Sam' wasn't a dummy, he was a cute little puppet and Paul Zerdin's act was genuinely 

funny. Especially that cheeky baby! The two men in the audience who were picked on by 

Sam on separate nights were stars too.  But back to Lee. Loved his singing and dancing, and 

his workout before he climbed the beanstalk. I adored the brief part of the 'Titanic song' that 

Lee got to sing, his voice soared even more than his flying. His flying - how did he manage 

to look graceful but not a bit girly as he did that?! And when he sang 'If you leave me, 

cow...' to Day-Zee, I cracked up. (Just wanted to mention that I loved Day-Zee's knocking 

knees when she was told she'd kicked the bucket!) Great sword fighting too, Lee!  

The only thing I'd have loved to have seen was Jack actually storming into the room in the 

castle and rescuing Princess Apricot himself, a nice bit of Errol Flynn would have gone down 

well there. But it's a small gripe because I loved the whole production. I really hope Lee will 

be asked to do another panto at the Mayflower, depending on his schedule, I'd love to go 

back to Southampton. Altogether, a great trip and a great show. 

 

 

 

 

 

Jazzylou  

Dec 22, 2012 - 7:15PM  

Re: Jack and the Beanstalk matinee 



 
Photo credit:Jazzylou 

 

Another Liz 

 Dec 22, 2012 - 11:19PM  

Re: Jack and the Beanstalk matinee 

  

I was at the matinee this afternoon as well. I don't want to give too much away - but Lee 

sings (now there's a surprise!), he dances, he flies, he swordfights, he climbs beanstalks, 

he's funny - and he gets the girl!  

  

Julian is an absolute scream and Nigel is a great 'baddy' - a tiny little girl in the audience 

burst into tears of fright every time 'Fleshcreep' cracked his whip and had to be taken out. 

Poor little soul - but she was VERY young.  

 

Cassie  

Dec 23, 2012 - 12:30AM  

Re: Jack and the Beanstalk matinee  

 

Just back from the evening show. Like others, don't want to say too much but if you are 

going you will have the best time. The whole cast are excellent. Lee appeared to be having a 

great  

time and was just wonderful. There are plenty of laughs especially from Julian. I am so 

pleased I am going again. 



Curly Liz  

Dec 23, 2012 - 9:00AM  

Re: Jack and the Beanstalk matinee  

 

I haven't been to a Panto for a long time, but yesterday's matinee just 'blew me away'.  It is 

an amazing, and very funny production, somthing for the old and young alike. I haven't 

laughed so much throughout a show for years. Lee, (Jack) Julian, (Spirit of The Beans) Nigel, 

(Fleshcreep) Paul, (Simple Simon and his puppet) Jeffrey (Dame Trot) and the rest of the 

cast were fabulous, and the 3D effect was an excellent addition to a Panto... I just can't wait 

to go again.   

That's a great photo Jazzy...thank you.  

  

Cassie  

Dec 23, 2012 - 4:36PM  

Re: Jack and the Beanstalk matinee 

  

I agree about the 3D. I was pathetically wimpy; I screamed, ducked and slid down in my 

seat. I haven't experienced those sorts of effects before. I just thought it would make things 

look slightly more vivid! How wrong can you be! Had to close my eyes in the end! Perhaps I 

will "man up" before my last visit. (can't see it happening somehow) 

 

British theatre Guide 
Jack and the Beanstalk 
Jonathan Kiley and Michael Vivian with additional material by Julian Clary and David McGillivray  
Qdos Entertainment 
The Mayflower, Southampton  
22 December 2012 to 19 January 2013 

                       
Lee Mead (Jack) and Ensemble Credit: Keith Pattison 



 

                                                                                                                                      
Paul Zerdin  

(Simple Simon),  

Julian Clary  

(Spirit of the Beans),  

Shireen Jordan  

(Lucy) and 

Robyn Mellor  

(Princess Apricot) 

Credit: 

Keith Pattison 
                          
 

                                Nigel Havers (Fleshcreep) and Ensemble Credit: Keith Pattison 

                                                           

 Not only have the people of Southampton had to wait two years since pantomime last graced their stage, they 
have also had to wait until 22nd December for their pantomime to open. But as the old adage reminds us, "Good 
things come to those who wait." Having listened to their loyal audience, pantomime is back at the Mayflower 
Theatre bigger and better than ever before produced by the largest company in Panto: Qdos Entertainment. 
Unlike rivals First Family Entertainment, Qdos ensures its pantomimes retain a strong sense of comedy and 
hark back to the heyday of variety and light entertainment. Although this often means stars are afforded their 
own section of the show bearing no relation or contribution to the plot, it ensures audiences across the land 
get to witness some of the best talent and acts the UK has to offer. 

Jack and the Beanstalk at the Mayflower is a production of epic proportions. Mirroring Birmingham 
Hippodrome’s Dick Whittington of 2010, Julian Clary, Nigel Havers and Jeffrey Holland are re-united as the 
show’s Benevolent Agent, Villain and Dame and it is easy to see why Qdos wanted to send this talented trio to 
Southampton to re-launch pantomime at the venue. 
As the Spirit of the Beans, Julian Clary once again delivers a wonderful performance as the production’s Good 
Fairy reminding the audience that "there’s a joke in every line if you look for it." His talented wordplay ensures 
his dialogue is risqué without being risky as his double entendres keep the laughs coming for the parents and 
"alternative family units" alike. 

With Lee Mead in the title role there are plenty of references to him winning Any Dream Will Do and playing 
the role of Joseph, but what makes this casting work so well is not only Mead’s truthful portrayal of the 
dreamer who wishes to marry the Princess and rid the land of Giant Blunderbore, but the fact that the 
production uses Mead’s claim to fame as comedy fodder. When the children of the ensemble enter with candles 
ready to ‘Ah-ah’ their way through the melody to the song that made Mead famous, Clary provides a hilarious 
commentary and steals the show with his witty repartee, a feat he achieves again in the second act with his 
now obligatory panto staple ‘Wandering Star’. 
Since his panto debut in High Wycombe in 2006, Havers has become one of the best baddies in the business. A 
snarling, yet dashing Sir Nigel Fleshcreep, Havers relishes his role and taunts the crowd as he enters into the 
true spirit of Pantoland complete with Chariots of Fire references and even a dig at his Birmingham co-star 
Joan Collins. With the production mirroring Wolverhampton’s Jack and the Beanstalk, Havers too gets the 
opportunity to adopt many a disguise and his Act Two opener sets the sinister and scary tone of the second 
half perfectly. 
This production, like executive producer, co-writer and director Jonathan Kiley’s in Wolverhampton, works so 
well as the Immortals drive the narrative. But whereas Wolverhampton’s Jack leaves Dame and Comic slightly 
redundant, this is not the case in Southampton’s show thanks to the addition of Lucy, Princess Apricot’s Lady 
in Waiting. 
Played by local radio presenter Shireen Jordan, Lucy draws Simple Simon back into the narrative and, rather 
than constitute a front cloth act, a subplot forms that sees the two fall in love. As Simon, Paul Zerdin is at home 
as ever on the pantomime stage and complete with best friend Sam, the two provide plenty of silly antics, even 
if Zerdin’s dialogue does come across a little rushed at times when not delivering his ventriloquist act. 

It is a shame, however, that Jeffrey Holland’s delightful Dame Tulisa Trot isn’t afforded more stage time. Poor 

Holland suffered a similar fate in Birmingham and in his 41st pantomime, he surely deserves more than three 

costumes; a blue and red version of the same design for Act One and Two and a Kew Gardens inspired 

greenhouse creation for the finale? 

https://www.britishtheatreguide.info/reviews/jack-and-the-be-grand-theatre-8400


What's On Stage Reviews  
24th December 2012  

Jack and the Beanstalk,  

The Mayflower 
By Sian Davies  

OF course, at this time of year there are plenty of 
seasonal offerings on show – but if you are looking for a 
panto with knobs on, then there is really only one place 
to go.  

(I must still be in pantomime mode as I have never had an 
intro that rhymed before!) Jack and the Beanstalk at The 
Mayflower is a true feast for the eyes and ears and quite 
simply a heck of a production.  

At times it had the thrills and spills of a theme park 
attraction, regularly it was ‘laugh out loud’ funny with good 
old-fashioned variety entertainment, and throughout it had 
the musical polish of a West End show.  
In summary it was nothing short of utterly marvellous.  

Having been to the previous two years of Christmas shows 
staged at The Mayflower, it was a welcome sight to see a 
proper panto back on the boards.  
However, it was anything but a traditional offering with a 
stellar cast delivering the tale of Jack’s quest to find his 
love, slay the giant and save the village – St Mary on the 
Turn.  

I will get to the stand-out performances, but I couldn’t go on without mentioning the much-anticipated 
3D effects, which were brilliantly done.  

The image of having a giant sneeze all over me will live long in the memory. It was a fantastic way of 
delivering the story as the intrepid band, led by Jack, made the journey into the giant’s cloudland 
castle, overcoming spiders, moving walls and a range of creepy crawlies.  

It was so convincing, my five-year- old spent much of it cowering in the crook of my arm.  

Running alongside the whizzy special effects, though, were fabulous performances.  

For me, top of the pile was Simply Simon played by ventriloquist Paul Zerdin and his little friend Sam, 
who had me and the whole family howling. Julian Clary was at his camp best as the Spirit of the Beans, 
with a stunning array of costumes and brilliantly timed put downs, mostly levelled in the direction of 
Jack, played by Lee Mead.  

The scene when they were suspended over Southampton docks was a highlight. In contrast to Clary’s 
opinion, however, I would have enjoyed more singing from Mead who was effortless in his ability to 
fill the theatre.  

Throw in a dancing cow, Nigel Havers at his menacing best, a dame and a wonderful ensemble of step-
perfect dancers of all ages and you have a corker of a festive show.  

https://www.dailyecho.co.uk/leisure/
https://www.dailyecho.co.uk/leisure/stage/stagereviews/


acer  

Dec 30, 2012 - 11:22AM  

Re: Jack and the Beanstalk matinee  
 

I see Denise is taking Betsy to see Lee today along with a friend,it didn't say but I would 

think it will be matinee,Betsy will be thrilled to see her Daddy  
 

Curly Liz  

Dec 30, 2012 - 11:30AM  

Re: Jack and the Beanstalk matinee 
  

Awww! Bless!...I'd love to see the look on her face, when she sees her gorgeous Daddy 

appear on the stage... 
 

Jazzylou  

Jan 7, 2013 - 10:17PM  

Re: Jack and the Beanstalk matinee 
  

I was lucky enough to see both shows on Saturday. The matinee with my good friend Joan 

and the evening with my family. 

I can't remember what I put before but my kids who are now both teenagers love it and the 

eldest would go again if he had the chance!  

I went on the train this time (my family drove down later to join me) and I got there before 

11. This might have been my only opportunity to see the cast arriving, so I headed straight 

to SD with my program. I think I saw all of the main cast and got signatures from all but the 

King (Ian) (lol).  

I thought I would have a bit of fun and give awards they are as follows:  

  

Jefferey Holland (Dame Trott) gets the 'kindest' award. He was coming OUT of the SD soon 

after arrived and was lovely and signed my program to me which was nice.  

  

Robyn Mellor (Princess Apricot) recognised because she arrived with her hair completely in 

curlers gets the 'chattiest' award because she stopped for a short chat and an autograph  

  

Lee (Jack) came in next, he wins the 'most gorgeous' award of course With wet hair and 

sexy tight black trousers. Stopped for a little chat about Betsy and signed my prog with a 

Best Wishes.   

  

Julian Clary (Spirit of the beans) wins the 'tallest' award He chatted little and would only use 

his own pen bless him but he signed for me and posed for a photo, so I was happy.  

  

Paul Zerdin (Simple Simon) wins the 'grumpiest' award but not without reason, he had a 

horrible cold and was feeling awful. He covered it so well on stage that you would never have 

known apart from a slightly red nose! He signed his name for me    

 

And last but nowhere near least, Nigel Havers wins the 'latest' award. With only 40 mins to 

curtain up and 1 minute until last actors call, he arrived in his very lovely car looking 

extremely dashing and rushed straight past us to the waiting theatre hand.  

 

But ever the gentleman, he reappeared seconds later having put down his bags to sign for 

us. I didn't get chance for a photo as the guy I was waiting with wanted one (which I took 

for him) and then Nigel had to go in. Phew what a rush! 

 



Jazzylou  

Jan 7, 2013 - 10:30PM  

Re: Jack and the Beanstalk matinee  
 

Lee has settled well, and these shows I do think had the edge on the first one. The dancing 

had much more 'flow' and he has obviously gelled with the cast.  

There were lots of mistakes in the evening show which were very funny. I might be able to 

tell when the run is over and everybody who can see it will have done so.  

  

Just a little mention to thank the Lovelee ladies who I went for a drink with after the show as  

my 'clan' had been delayed on the motorway and were an hour away. I didn't want to do the 

SD again just in cast they all thought I was stalking LOL as they all would have recognised 

me!   

After they had gone upstairs to enjoy their meal, I stayed in the bar to wait for my family as 

I had booked a table and I was suddenly aware that Lee was at the bar with two ladies. I felt 

very exposed and the adrenaline when whooshing through me. Trying not to look too 

conspicuous sitting on my own, I sat finishing my wine and using my phone while he took a 

seat near the window. It was the first time ever that this has happened to me and it was 

completely unreal and exciting!! I actually found myself wishing that I was invisible as I 

would never have gone over to him. I didn't think I would feel that strongly, but it was his 

time and would never have interrupted.  One person did however, and he was really lovely 

with them and it was a delight to watch but I don't think I could ever cross that line.  

All in all, it was a super day and I had a lot of fun.  

Now for the finalle on Jan 19th, what a day that will be!  

I hope as many of you get to see this as you can because it really shows a different side to 

Lee, a side I like 
 

johartuk  

Jan 7, 2013 - 11:23PM  

Re: Jack and the Beanstalk matinee 
  

Loving the 'awards' Jazzy, and great account of your day!   

I have to say, I'm loving Nigel Havers in Coronation Street at the moment - he's so evil! 

Though I do wish his character wasn't called Lewis - everytime a character says his name, I 

immediately find myself thinking of ADWD Lewis! I'd love to see Lee playing a similar role at 

some point - the charmer who looks like butter wouldn't melt but is really a nasty piece of 

work! Someone should write a musical based on 'The Talented Mr Ripley' - Lee would be 

perfect as Tom Ripley, with Daniel Boys as the wealthy playboy Dickie Greenleaf!   
 

Another Liz  

Jan 7, 2013 - 11:24PM  

Re: Jack and the Beanstalk matinee  

 

It was lovely to see you on Saturday, Jazzy. I agree, I thought the show was much slicker 

this time - that's not saying that it's not as funny, it's even more hilarious if that's possible! 

Thank you for the Stage Door awards - I'll try to remember all that when I next go, as I 

haven't had my programme signed yet.  
  

Oh what an experience for you in the bar, all alone - then seeing Lee! I can understand how 

you felt, though.  I'm glad he was more or less left in peace to enjoy his drink with friends. I 

remember at his last Southend concert, he came into the bar before the show, with a few 

friends/family, and apart from a    Whose turn to go next?   

 


